This "thought sheet" is produced as a service of the L'Arche Canada Foundation to the Canadian public. We offer it as a contribution to the public conversation about values and the shaping of the social ethos in which we live. Our perspective comes from two broad sources: (1) from thirty-five years of living together in community as a diverse group of people, differently abled and from various cultural, ethnic and religious backgrounds; and (2) from contemporary thinkers who are open, fresh and responsive to the human spirit and are reflecting deeply on the individual and society today. Our goal in this publication is to strengthen the experience of human solidarity in Canada by making available some of this combined wisdom and reflection.
The vision and confidence to create a healthy Canadian society lies in the nexus where humanistic thinking and spirituality crossfertilize. Indeed, today the best spiritual thinking engages contemporary culture with a view to the good of human society and the best humanistic thinking integrates spiritual values. We believe it is possible to live consciously in the gap between an ideal society and everyday reality and to make choices that contribute to the closing of that gap. It is a hopeful view, based on human and spiritual values embodied in daily life. LM: I don't have a sense of mission in terms of justice. I just want to be part of the dynamic in which people can feel that they're not isolated from the sources of power. Ever since the democratization of western society, people have felt that there are institutions -the mass media being one -that give them access to the people who make decisions that control their lives. My mission, if you want to call it that, is to work out that traditional notion of what the mass media is for -which is
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We are living in a time when the defeat of terrorism is on everyone's mind. But that does not mean we are supposed to simply trust the government to act wisely on correct information. The rule of law is the bedrock of our nation, not blind faith in the unchecked judgment of government officials. Any country that lives by a rule of "trust us, there is no need for due process," is totalitarian.… The challenge is to figure out a way to deal with the threat of terrorism without losing the freedoms that make Canada the great nation it is. Everyone must be able to respond to their accusers, whether in the realm of a criminal trial or a security hearing. It's terrifying that in ordinary criminal cases mistakes are still made. How many mistakes could the government be making in security cases?
becoming more and more difficult to do, and more and more lonely in the sense that fewer people set out to do that today.
I'm not talking about advocacy journalism. I'm just talking about being available. People phone me, send me stuff (gesturing to a large pile on his desk). Rarely am I able to do anything with it, but I call back and often they're astonished. They feel they've achieved something. And I answer letters. You can tell the desperate from the crazy. There are people who are completely wrecked -the world has made them mad. I may write to them for a while, but their anger and general alienation are beyond my ability to deal with. Certain letters, I will always answer -the jailhouse guy, for instance.
BP: Do you get something out of writing to the person in jail?
LM: I've got a lot of heartache out of it. One of those exchanges led to a friendship that became tragic. This fellow was only 27 years old when I met him, and he was doing 47 years for robbing banks. Karla Homolka didn't get that! He was a classic product of a bad adoption. He died of a gunshot wound after escaping from prison. I had become so thoroughly involved in his life that I was able to write a book about it after he died. I'll never leave that relationship behind me because it was such an illumination of the caprice of the justice system.
Another was the Canadian from Alberta who was executed in
Texas in 1999, Stan Faulder. He had been convicted of a murder and had been on death row for over 20 years. He'd always refused to talk to the media, but someone here at the CBC suggested I try. Eventually we became good friends. He wanted me to witness his execution. I couldn't say 'no' to him, but at the last minute the Texas Corrections people blocked my attendance.
I spent a few hours with him on the day they killed him. He had never admitted his guilt. He had been part of a bad group of people. The others pinned it on him and got paid for their testimony, and he always figured they were just as guilty. That day he admitted his guilt to me in three coded ways. I was
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Journalism stands at the heart of democracy. Politicians used to be ardent about democracy….
[Now] the dependency of politicians on large donations tends to shape the political agenda. Sadly, rich media barons have an affinity to those with wealth…. What's come to be called "responsible journalism" all too frequently is responsible only to the status quo…. In this country heads roll quite frequently when journalists annoy testy owners….
The dispossessed, children, the homeless, the old, people with disabilities, those who come here from hard scrabble countries have no voice in the corridors of power. Unless the media pay attention to this pulverizing imbalance, the change in the country's well being will continue to be for the worse….
This country depends more than it knows on the handful of men and women who toil away to uncover abuses of power and get their stories published or aired because of the sheer weight of their unassailable research and good writing. 
June Callwood
IRENE BORIN ASH
completely transfixed by this conversation. It was his confession. I asked him if he was going to perhaps tell the victim's people he was sorry. He said, "I have felt sorry since the day that happened, and I could say it again, but they're so implacable in their hatred of me that they wouldn't hear it." Then he added something I found very deep. He said, "I'm very sorry for what I took away from them, but I'm even more sorry for the pain that they will continue to feel tomorrow. They'll realize, 'We've exacted the maximum penalty, and we're no better off.'" 
A Human Future is edited by Beth Porter
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• Who Killed Ty Conn? by Linden MacIntyre and Theresa Burke, (Penguin, 2001) ; The Long Stretch, by Linden MacIntyre, (Stoddart, 1999) . This is a penetrating novel set in Cape Breton, the tragic story of one extended family.
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